
Merton Music Program: 
 
Merton school offers a comprehensive music program featuring vocal development, 
movement, the development of both rhythmic and melodic literacy, instruction of a 
variety of instruments, ensemble playing, a school band, an introduction to composition, 
and the presentation of a Cycle 1, Cycle 2, Cycle 3, and Kindergarten Concert each 
school year. The Merton Music program follows a developmental continuum from 
Kindergarten through to Grade 6 inclusive. The following is a brief description of the 
skills and concepts Merton students will be taught at respective stages of the music 
program. 
 
Kindergarten: 
 
Each student enrolled in Kindergarten will: 
 

- Learn a variety of age-appropriate songs from around the world emphasizing the 
range between Tonic and Dominant. 

- Learn several vocal warm-up techniques and begin basic Solfege techniques. 
- Begin to read basic rhythms using Kodaly rhythmic symbols 
- Learn to play a variety of percussive instruments. 
- Engage in dramatic interpretation of songs incorporating movement, singing, and 

rhythmic accompaniment. 
- Perform in a school concert. 

 
Cycle 1: 
 
Each student enrolled in Grade 1 and Grade 2 will: 
 

- Further develop rhythmic literacy through the reading of more advanced Kodaly 
symbols representing rhythmic notation. 

- Develop and perform dramatic interpretations of songs from around the world 
featuring movement, singing, rhythmic accompaniment on a wider range of 
percussive instruments including the introduction to basic harmonic arrangement 
on the xylophones and metalophones. 

- Continue to develop vocal warm-up and vocal Solfege techniques. 
- Take part in a Composition Project culminating in the creation and performance 

of original rhythmic works. 
- Be introduced to reading melodic notes on the music staff. 
- Perform in a school concert. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Cycle 2: 
 
Each student enrolled in Grade 3 and Grade 4 will: 
 

- Grade 3 students will be introduced to the soprano recorder. Melodic and 
rhythmic reading skills developed in previous years will inform process of 
learning the fingerings of the recorder (C,B,A,G,E, & D) and associated 
repertoire. Grade 4 students will continue their exploration of the recorder 
paying particular attention to the lower register and other new notes (Low C, Bb, 
F#). 

- Students in Grade 3 and 4 will learn more sophisticated rhythmic and harmonic 
arrangements on xylophone, metalophone, and a host of percussive instruments. 

- Complete a Composition Project making use of rhythmic, melodic, and harmonic 
concepts. 

- Be invited to join the school band if they choose to. 
- Continue with more sophisticated vocal warm-ups and Solfege techniques. 
- Perform in a  school concert.. 

 
Cycle 3: 
 
Each student enrolled in Grade 5 and Grade 6 will: 
 
 

- Further their exploration of the recorder, making use of more challenging new 
fingerings (high register of all notes and G#, C#, Db, Eb). 

- Develop more sophisticated rhythmic knowledge through exercises and practice 
of concert repertoire. 

- Learn complete arrangements of repertoire featuring multiple instrumental 
sections and more sophisticated harmonic arrangements. More instruments will 
be added to the ensemble (Guitar, Synthesizer, Piano, and various percussive 
instruments (Drum Set, Congas, Clave, Cabasa etc…). 

- Complete a Composition Project that incorporates rhythm-reading, melodic 
notation, and harmonic development. 

- Continue to explore vocal warm-ups and Solfege techniques. 
- Be invited to join the school band if they choose to. 
- Perform in a school concert. 

 
Our Teacher: 
 
Our music teacher, David Eves is returning for his eighteenth year at Merton School. 
David completed his undergraduate studies at Concordia University (B.F.A. Integrative 
Music Studies). David completed his graduate studies at the University of Victoria in 
Victoria, B.C. (M.A. Curriculum and Instruction: Music Education).  
 
 



 


